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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Preacher of the Sermon now animad- 
verted on, it is ſaid bad no Hand in the 
Publication, nor poſſibly in its Compoſition. I ts 


faid to be ſent to the Preſs, entirely without bis 


Knowledge ; but ] hope be can tell to whom he gave 
it, under no Neſtrictions of having it returned, 
and then the Publiſher might eafily be diſcovered. 
But if it ſhould happen to be the Compoſition of one, 
preached by another, and publiſhed (according to 
the Authors Defire) by a third, this ſeems to un- 
ravel the ſtudied Myſtery of the Advertiſement to 
the Sermon, and ſbeus the noble Triumvirate to 
bave agreed and contrived the Publication. 

But I think this is not à ſufficient Reaſon for its 
being anonymous. I is with me à more cogent 
one, that the Preacher was not the Compoſer. 

An illegitimate Brat is ſeldom the Objett of any 
ardent Affection in a Perſon, who is conſcious of 
having no Hand in the getting it; and tis too often 
ſeen that the poor Thing is turned adrift on the 
wide World, and forced to bear an irreputable 


Name, for the wanton I of a looſe and 
debauched Father. 


* If he gave it to the Author, there was no Occaſion for 
its Return. 
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This perhaps may be a Reaſon, why neither the 
Preacher, nor tbe Compoſer thought proper to own 
the Produttion. The one was conſcious that it was 
not his own, and the other might have a little pa- 
rental Affection for its comical Features, but did 
not care to father it, becauſe its limbs were * 
what diftorted. 


The Argument for publ. irg it at all, is not 
fo conclußve as T could wiſh it; Chearfulneſs and 
good Humour are pleaſing Companions over a Bottle, 
but I do not remember they were made the Criterion 
Fa good Sermon, nor that any Divine (the preſent 
inſtance excepted) ever made them Apologies for the 
Publication of one. 

I wiſh Page the 18th did not exhibit a Contra- 
diction to good Humour; and perhaps ſarcaſtical 
Reflections may be what the Author intended by 
_ Chearfulneſs. By what Means this curious Piece 
Was conveyed to the Public, is not any great Mat- 
ter of Concern; but that it was ever publiſhed at 
all, I find, has occaſioned Concern in many ſerious 
and honeſt Minds. | 


Loxpox, Jan. 25, 1760. 


Gilgal; and another on the ſame Text preached 
at Tunbridye, 1694 ; the different Treatment of 
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R E M A R K 8 


ON A 
SERMON, Ge. 


AVING lately peruſed a Sermon preach- 
ed in All Souls College Chapel on the 
Founder's Day, 1759, on Eliſba s Viſi to 


that Subject excited in me ſome few Remarks, 
which I hope will give no Offence, nor raiſe any 
Choler, that my Sentiments don't tally exactly 


with all Divines. 


The literal and hiſtorical Account of Eli 


going to Gilgal, was no more than this; — There 


was a Dearth at that Time in the Land. The Pro- 
phet therefore haſtened thither to relieve the Sons 
of the Prophets; And he no ſooner came thither, 
but he gave the following hoſpitable Orders for 
an Entertainment. — Set on the great Pot, and 


ſeetbe Pottage for the Sons of the Prophets. 


The 


[6] 

The honeſt old Tunbridge Divine fairly de- 
duces from Elſha's Orders, the Neceſſity of a 
very commendable Quality in Life ; Hoſpitality 
in and to the Clergy: And he makes this uſeful 
Theorem, (viz.) That a kind and liberal Re- 
< ception, neither niggardly fordid, nor extrava- 
e gantly profuſe, firſt became the Sons of the 
* Prophets.” Or elſe ſays he, take the Mean- 
e ing in theſe Words, (viz.) that all Clergymen, 
t eſpecially the Eliſtas of them, whom Nature 
e and Heaven have ſo liberally beſtowed their 
« Favours upon, and loaded with Riches and 
« Greatneſs ought to be hoſpitable and chari- 
t table. ud this is an eaſy and natural De- 
duction from the Text. 
The Oxford Divine makes an Obſervation not 
unlike this, when he ſays, It would not per- 
_ < haps be eaſy for us to frame to ourſelves a more 
* amiable Idea of (what I think may not impro- 
„ perly be called the Fiſtatorial Office.” The 
Obſervation I think very juſt; and 1 can with 
great Eaſe frame to myſelf an Idea of the Exer- 
ciſe of this amiable Practice in many of our pre- 
ſent Biſhops, in their Viſitations of the Clergy; 
and in their keeping an open Day in each Week 
for any Viſiters. 


We find them, from a juſt Eſtimate of the 
ſmall Pittance of poor Vicars, and many other of 


the inferior Clergy, cloſely copying Eliſba's Boun- 
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FF 
ty; and caſing them of all Expence in their pri- 
mary and triennial Viſitations. But I wiſh our 
Divine had ſtopped here, without making a Para- 
phraſe which the Sacred Hiſtory does not coun- 
tenance. He adds, that © the Vikſitatorial Power 
« or Office, was now lodged in the Hands of 
it one, who watched over the Societies committed 
« to his Care, for Good and not for Evil. 

If I may judge as a Chriſtian ought to do, I 
mean charitably, I hope this Power is always 
lodged in ſuch Hands, and, I hope, ever will be. 
I cannot however but conclude, that this Com- 
ment is either obliquely refleQing, or nothing at 
all to his Purpoſe. Eliſta, he tells us, interfered 
ſometimes (as in the preſent Caſc) ac for, 
and wnappealed to. | 
This, I am poſitive, is no where nete in 
the Sacred Hiſtory ; and by the [talick Character, 
in which the two Words are printed, there is 
ſome Wit, I imagine concealed, or ſome Sarcaſm 
intended, or elſe he muſt be very injudicious in 
the Manner of Printing, to make a Diſtinction 
without a Difference, and an Alteration to convey 
no particular Idea. | 
Thus far however both the Divines agree 
in the general Doctrine of the Text, viz. Hei- 
tality. But Danger generally awaits Novelty, and 
the Excurſions ot a romantick Imagination are not 
always pleaſing or profitable, The whole Paſ- 

| ſage 


[TH 


fage has 
ral Interpretation; but this does not give Content. 


He can eaſily perſuade himſelf, that ſome more 
abſtruſe and figurative Senſe may be intended by 
it; . e 
che behdkes to think fo. 5 

Something however muſt be done to make the 
Diſcourſe a little pertinent to the Occafion ; and 


therefore he is confident, that an eaſy Application 


to the Purpoſes of their then Meeting, might be 
drawn from it: And yet a Conſciouſneſs of a 
forced and unnatural Explication, keeps him 


awhile in Suſpenſe ; he Endeavours to get the 


graver 'Part of the Audience to connive at his 


novel Devices; he knew it muſt appear to them, 
as it does to the Publick now, an Excurfion of a 


wild Fancy, and a looſe Imagination. But if he 


could pacify theſe, he thought it would eaſily be 
quilted by the younger Sort. And truly, if childiſh 
Things can be deemed Amuſements, and Laughter 


as the latent Compoſer, I think have both had 
their Rewards. 


believe, that this tranſitory Viſit of Eliſhe to his 


meant by it. The ſaving fifty or threeſcore Boys 
from ſtarving, was not an Action of any trifling 
Concern ; and, I think, as it was evidently the 


has a plain and obvious Meaning in it's lie- 


denote Approbation, verily the Preacher, as well 


It is really ſtrange that the Author could not 


Pupils, and healing the Pottage, was all that was 


Effect 


[9] 
Effet of ſupernatural Power, it might have been 
in, as a noble Deed, by a Ch.iſtian 


| Divine. And if it be confidered, that, had Elba a 
| made this ſeaſonable Viſit, their own Endeavoues, 
| through their Ignorance in Potherbs, and little 
| Knowledge in Stmphing, would have been cer- 
tainly inſtrumental in their own Deſtruction, and 
| their Broth, inſtead of working off their Hunget, 
| had proved the Vehicle of certain Death. 
But the Author (like the Mole, whoſe Happi- 
neſs is Obſcurity) turns up the Mould Neſo ſatis 
acuto, and ſhews his Dexterity in finding Trea- 
ſure, where no other would have dug for it: 
| And his Reafon for thus extracting Light out of 
| Darkneſs, is the Chearfulneſs and Feftrvity of All 
Souls Day. And this is to apologize for the wah- 
dering of his Imagination! There is no Diſpate, 
he tells us, about this important Text of Scrip- 
ture at preſent, therefore the Feſtivity of this 
occaſional Meeting, is to juſtify his abſtruſt, 
| ſymbolical, and unallegorical Senſe of it, that 
ſome Diſpute may be raiſed about it here- 
after. O RARE Ben! 
The Soup, I find, could not content him; 
ſomething more of the Solid: muſt be introduced 
to pacify his Hankering; and an extravagant Diſh 


| of Forced Meat, ſerved up on the Removal of 
the Pottage. For my own Part I never ſhould 
have divined, that a Pot could be an Emblem of 
B 


| 
ö 
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a College; and had a Reaſon been dem 
at the old Game of Crambo, why it was fo? 1 
believe the greateſt Sophiſt would have confeſſed 
his Ignorance, and in the Symbolizer's own 
Words, would have exhibited in Dumb Sher. 

But there may poſſibly be a Solution to this 
knotty Queſtion, tho not as yet exhibited in the 
Sermon, and perhaps the next Time he flies his 


Imagination, it may be diſcovered. 

I remember when a Propoſal of this kind was 
made at an Ordinance, and the Queſtion to be 
anſwered was this; viz. Why is the City of Oxfard 
like a Fleet of Ships? After much plodding by 
ſome of the Company, and no lucky Hit made, 
Dr. D—/—ze, the then ingenious Preſident of 
St. John's College, offered ſome Reaſons, (with- 
out robbing EzekzePs Pot of one Ingredient) and 
faid, He thought there could not be a greater 
Similitude ; for he looked upon the Fathers of 
the City to be Naves, the Sons to be Puppes, 
and the Daughters to be Naute. I would not 
have made the Digreſſion, but to ſhew the Poſ- 
fibility of making a Similitude, where, to all hu- 
man Appearance there was none at all: And this 


perhaps may be the Author's Caſe, though he 
does not chuſe to exhibit it in his Sermon. 


A pretty Expreſſion of the Author's, alluding, I ſuppoſe, 
to a Harlequin Farce at the End of a Play. 
But 


ing ſeems to me to indicate an Imagination that 


— — 


1 
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But to return. Rambling from eating to build- 


has run away from Reaſon, and an unnatural De- 
ſertion of the Text. The ſwimming of the Iron 
Heads of Axes, had been better applied to El- 
ſba's Recommendation of building Colleges. In 
this he actually indulged the School-boys of G:/- 
gal; and not only gave them Leave to fell Timber 
for their new Building at Jordan, but miraculouſly 
cauſed the Iron to ſwim, that they might not be 
like the © lazy Carpenter, who threw away his 
Tools, becauſe he would not work. 

This would have been a pertinent Subject for 
the Author's Talent, on ſo remarkable a Feſtival ; 
and I think might have been more approved of, 
even in a ſymbolical Explanation. 

But not to wander from the Point in View. 


Of what Uſe (ſays the Author) can the Pot in 


the Text be properly a Sign unto us? It has ſerv- 
te ed the ſubſtantial Purpoſe of Hoſpitality, and 
< feſtal Entertainment to the Students in the pro- 
e phetick Science,”— Is it therefore incapable of 
ſerving them again? Muſt it be thrown away, 
becauſe it has been uſed once? 
The good old Dame (after ſhe has uſed her 
Bell-metal Pot for more than threeſcore Years,) 
makes a particular Bequeſt of it in her laſt Will 


vide Gafſndu. 
and 


1 


1 
and Teſtament, to her dear Benjamin; 
nat eee (if the Lad loved Pottage) but it 
: | ſerve him as many more. And, I am 
a provident Burſar of All-Souls would 
it very extravagant, and the Viſitor not 
much approve of the culinary Expences, ſhould a 
new Pot be bought for eyery Meſs of Soup to be 
made for that Society. 
But fince it is aſked of what El/ba's Pot at 
Gilgal, is a Sign to the Students at Oxford? I am 
willing to believe that it ought to convince this 
interrogating Divine, that the Power of God was 
mighty in the Prophet to work Miracles. That 
it was a Sign which ought to convince David's 
Fool of the Stupidity of his Infidelity, (if 
- Conviction can prevail, where there is ſo little 
Senſe) and it ferves to point out to every 
Fellow in All-Souls College, that there is a 
Providence, which ſuper - intends the well-diſpoſed, 
and directed the Heart of Henry Chicheley to feed 
about as many poor Scholars at Oxford, as Eliſha 
did formerly at Gilgal. And I will aver it, that 
a grateſul Acknowledgment of fo munificent a 
Founder, is a better Subject for All-Souls Day, 
than a ſymbolical Explanation of a Pot into 
2 College. 
But now peeps the Mouſe out of the —— 
Mountain, and the teeming Mind is delivered of 
the wonderful Conception, Becauſe the Pot had 
produced 


ot 
think 


of this, and to keep i 

againſt it. By the Help of 
Concordance he had found that Bxekiel had a 
Pot as well as Elba, and it happened to be com- 
pared to Jeruſalem, But it was a very injudi- 
cious Choice, to pitch upon the very worſt 
Pot in all Scripture to corroborate his ſymbo- 
lical Explanation. 

The boiling Pot in Ezekiel, ſhews the Cala- 
mities and Miſeries, wherewith the Inhabitants 
of Feruſalem ſhould be afflifted and conſamed. 
Eliſha's Pot produced ſome nouriſhing Broth to 
ſave the young Students from periſhing ; but the 
Similitude 6 ſhall be 
deſtroyed 

I really wiſh 1 had had any Manner of Ac- 
quaintance with the th. of 4 before he had 
publiſhed. Inſtead of Ezekzel's unſcummed Pot, 
I would fincerely have adviſed him to have bor- 
rowed Solomon's refining Pot. The Reſemblance 
had certainly been more 4 propos. And as the 
Members of a College are ſuppoſed to come thi- 


ther 


P 
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ther + to be refined by a learned Education, this 
Pot would have been the Thing, and helped him 
at a dead Lift. 

Let us however indulge the Author in blending 
Ezekiel's Pot, with Eliſba s, in order to give 
ſome Countenance to his Explanation ; Let us al- 
low him to put into Elſha's, what was ordered 
for Ezekiel's only, I apprehend it will not be one 
Whit the more like a College. 


A great Looſe muſt. be given to the Imagina- 

tion, before any Similitude will appear. Suppoſe 
we make Ezekze/'s Reſemblance to be (inſtead of 
Feruſalem ) ſpoken of the City of Oxford; we 
muſt firſt imagine the Mayor to be the Thigh, 
that choice Fiece; the Recorder the Shoulder, 
that Tit Bit; and the Aſiſtants and Bail: H the 
Marrow Bones, thoſe uſeful Ingredients to give a 
Richneſs to the Broth : And when all this is done, 
without obliterating the conſequent Curſe upon 
the bloody City, we could make no Manner of 
Uſe of it in Behalf of our Expoſitor. 

By concluding from hence the Neceflity of 
building more Cities for Inhabitants who thus de- 
ſerved God's Vengeance, would beſpeak a Man 
much fitter for a narrow Cell in Meor-fields, than 


range him in the Catalogue of any * — 
but thoſe of the /ymbolical Order. 


I can 


— 
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was cleanſed of his naſty Diſorder? Cannot I ea- 
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I an eaſily perſuade myſelf, that I ſhould make 
a much better Application of my Learning. ac- 
cording to the Method of ſuch ni in 
Divinity, if I ſhould happen not to acquieſce in 
the literal Meaning of Eliſba's Cure of Naaman, 
the Mirian. I might tread in our Author's Steps, 
and aſk of what Uſe it was to us, that the Leper 


fily perſuade myſelf that ſome more abſtruſe and 
figurative Senſe may be intended by it? Some- | 
thing more than barely to inform us of healing a a 
Heathen General of the Itch ? 

Well: What is next to be done? Why ſend 
out Fancy to ranſack the Globe; order my Ima- 


gination to ſtir its Stumps, pump up my Wit, 


and fee what can be done. — There is great Ap- 
plauſe in writing ingeniouſly upon nothing, and 
Eraſmus got Honour by his Encomium on Folly. 

But ſtop! Firſt let me advertiſe, that I am not 
ſettling any important or diſputed Point of Reli- 
gion, and then my Excurſion is well apologized 
for, if I go out of the Track of a Set of dull, je- 


june and dry Commentators. Feſtivity will ac- 


count for my Sprightlineſs and Fancy, and an or- 
thodox, inſipid Expoſition might ſpoil the Mirth 
of the Day. 

Having thus ſwept the Impediments away, I 


come to the Point and ſay: Surely this Naaman 
muſt 


= > | 
muſt be emblematical of the Chaych ; that BJ/ba 
gave him a Reripe for the Leprofy of Idolatry 
which had ſtrangely defiled him from Top to 
Toe, as it does the Church of Rome to this Day: 
That Gebuꝛi, undoubtedly typified old Tindal! 
of All-Souls, who under the Pretence of a Chriſ- 
tian robbed Ch:cheley of his Liveries, as Gebazi 
did Naamen of two Changes of Raiment, and 
under the ſpecious Title of ſetting forth the Rights 
of the Chriſtian Church, endeavoured to rob it of 
its Emoluments, juſt as Gebazi did Naaman in 
the Name of his Maſter; and under the Pretence 
of relieving two of the Sons of the Prophets. 
But an Eliſta of our own Clergy detected 
the Infidel, as the Prophet did his lying Ser- 
vant. —— And this I think is as good a Com- 
ment as the fymbolical Explanation of the Pot- 
rage Pot. 
Be it remembered howeyer (notwithſtanding 
this Inſtance of trying my Skill at fymbolizing) 
that I don't recommend, nor hugely approve of 
this Shuffling and cutting with hiſtorical Facts in 
Scripture. I look upon every Degree of ridicu- 
ling Religion, as a Demonſtration of a bad Judg- 
ment, and he, who cannot be witty without 
being wicked, is one who courts Applauſe, which 
a Man of folid Senſe would deſpiſe. EA 
If I ſhould for once oblige the Author, and 
allow his Pot to be like All-Souls College, and 
give 


| , and from the Intention of Elias 
Viſit. If this then be the Meaning, and with 
no Propriety can any other be ſuggeſted, then, 
1 am ſatisfied, there would be Death in the 
Pot, and, without a Viſit from Elſta, mira- 


inſtead of Relief, would be introduced; the 
Members would be ſtewed into Pottage for 
themſelves, and unleſs they are in themſelves 
infinitely purer than the Inhabitants of Jeru- 
| falem, (whom Exzekie!'s Pot was provided for) 
nothing but Scum and Filthineſs would be 

| e i 
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the Produce, and few People, (out of the 
Pot) would envy their Luxury. What 
ſtrange Pains are here taken ; what Brains beat- 
ing, and putting Invention to the Rack to 
make a new Diſh for All-Souls Gaudy, when 
there was no Manner of Occaſion to add 
one Meſs to ſo elegant and delicious an 
Entertainment ? 

Tis Pity the Cultivation of the human 
Mind ſhould tend to no better Purpoſe than 
to carry the Divine into ſuch forced and un- 
natural Comments. An utter Neglect, and 
even a Contempt of all human Accompliſh- 
ments, (if attended with a due Diſcharge of 
Duty, and Chriſtian Faith) is certainly a better 
Qualification for the Reception of Divine 
Grace, than thus perverting Literature to the 
Ridicule of Scripture : And a modern Enthu- 
fiaſt (as he may be wittily termed) upon good 
Principles and Practice, is in my Account a 
much better Man, than a lettered Droll, or a 
Buftoon Expoſitor. 

Moolſion, by a Noſtrum which he had from 
a dirty Jew, ſtrove all he could to corrupt 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, and to allegorize 
away. the Reality of all our Saviour's Miracles. 
Chriſtianity received a Blow from the impious 
Drollery of that Unbeliever ; ſcoffing at Things 
facred pleaſed the Illiterate; his familiar Abuſe 


of 
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of the Miracles became a Catechiſm in Infide- 
lity, and Religion in general was decried by 
the noble Sporters at White's, as a ſhameful 
Impediment put on the Pleaſures of Drury 
Lane, and a raſcally Reſtraint on human 

The Influence of this M of Expoſition 
became ſo prevalent, that the paultry Wits made 
it the Subject of an Ale-houſe Diſputation, 
and Robin Hood's was more conſtantly fre- 
quented than the Temple Church, St. An- 
drews Holborn, or even St. Paul's. Every 
weak Head was lead into Allegory, entered 
into the Commerce of typrfying, and became 
diſtinguiſhed for unfolding of Riddles, which 
before had ſcarce Capacity enough, to collect 
the Hour of the. Day from an horizontal 
Sun-Dial. „ 

I don't know any Thing that would have added 
greater Sanction to the ſymbolical Explanation 
of the Pot, than ſome few Quotations from 
Authors of Note and Credit. I wiſh Walfng- 
ham had recorded any Hint of a Pot, reſpect- 

ing Chicheley's College: It would have had 
great Weight, in Point of Antiquity, as it had 
not long ago (when quoted by the droll De- 
fender of the Mallard,) in an Anſwer given to 
Mr. Pointer of Slapton, There we have a 
C8 beautiful 


* 


— 


ſhredded in his Gourds ſo plentifully, that the 


on the Whole, to have ſpoiled the Pottage, 


beautiful Blazoning of the Mallard, and 2 
Drake proved not to be a Goole, as plain az 
fs's Pot is now proved to be the Similltude 


of a College: 


But to guard againſt all Encroachments | 
which may be from what has been juſt 
hinted at, I entirely agree with a late inge- ( 
nious Author, in the Point of collateral Con- 
fanguinity, that no Deſcendant from the ori- 
ginal Mallard, which was certainly of Chiabe- 
ky's Houſhold, and perhaps may be pleaded 
m the Kindred of him, can ever have (after 
ſuch a Point of Time) any Right at all to a 
Fellowſhip in All-Souls College, notwithſtand- 
ing he may be as big as a Gooſe, and (on 
one Side) bring a Pedigree from Cadwallader 
himſelf. 


The oe fymbolical Cookery ſeems, = | 


and if there be any Similitude between the | 
Prophet and the Archbiſhop (which I do not | 
deny) in taking Care of their reſpective Col- 
lege, yet I muſt think, that the Author has 


Preacher inadvertently ſupped in Death to his 
Character, by ſwallowing a Meſs of it before 
Dinner, 


— be allowed the 
n and ſurh an as 
any of the noble 


R 
College Library) a Statue of Braſs, I Hope, 
will de erected as 2 grateful Monument f the 
College Gratitude, and as a proper. Metal to 
repreſent ſo fingular an Author, who 
ſymbolize a Pottage Pot into a College ; 


POSTSCRIPT. 


POSTSCRIPT 


CF ihr frogning Remarks frould happen © 
. difpleaſe the Author of the Sermon, and he 
mould hope for a Paper War, by making any 
Repriſals, T muſt beg Leave to aſſure him that 
ſuch an Attempt will be in vain: Works of 
greater Conſequence engroſs the Attention of a 
— And I think I have done his Sermon 
more Honour than is really its Due, in waſting 
a whole Day in writing ſome funny Remarks 
on it. The Bookſeller's Profit, rather than any 
private Emolument, was one Reaſon for what 
I have done; and my publiſhing it anonymous 
plainly ſhews that I was not covetous of hu- 
man A 

I think . do well to ſkulk behind 
the Scenes, rather than appear on the Stage to 
ſtand the Hiſs of a numerous Audience: It 
would be however a greater Mark of Judg- 
ment, than any he has ſhewed in the Com- 
poſing his Diſcourſe. 


